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Welcome to The Current.  Normally, 
this space would be reserved for our 
dedicated president, Mike Long, but 
since I’m writing and laying out this 
newsletter, I’m taking over. 

Growing up in Arizona, my summers 
were spent in the pool  — all day, 
every day.  Swimming was and contin-
ues to be one of my favorite activities. 
It thrills me to be part of an industry 
that provided me with so many great 
memories growing up. (Marco Polo, 
anyone?)
“Fish out of water,” aside, our associa-
tion is thriving. 
Association partnerships are the key to 
our success this year. Our partnerships 
with the Arizona Concrete Contractors 
Association and the Ceramic Tile & 
Stone Association of Arizona have 
provided great education and network-
ing opportunities. There is a lot we can 
learn from each other. Now is the per-
fect time to partner. Educating each 
other on our products, services and 
technology allows everyone to expose 
their business to potential customers in 
other trades. We will continue our 
partnerships with them, as well as with 
a number of other associations. In fact, 
our August 14 Golf Tournament was 
a blast. Check out the photos on 
page 6. Special thanks to Southwest 
Pool & Spa Association for sharing 
the information with their members.

A Message from the Executive Director
Susan Stein Kregar

Central Arizona Chapter

Our APSP chapter continues to flow 
in a positive, energetic new direction. 
Our board is coordinating top-notch 
seminars and workshops, fruitful net-
working mixers and social events like 
we’ve never had before.

I am really excited that our friends in 
Southern Arizona are feeling the 
love. We are in the early stages of 
revitalizing the APSP Southern Ari-
zona Chapter. Check out the photos 
on page 5 from the Southern Ari-
zona July 29 networking mixer.

In order for us to provide programs 
and services that are of value to you, 
regardless of what chapter you are in, 
or what part of the state you do busi-
ness in, it is important that I hear 
from you. Take a moment and contact 
me and let me know the services, pro-
grams, events and resources you are 
looking for from APSP. This is your
association. Take advantage of what 
is available to you.

In fact, we are just starting the nomi-
nation process for the 2010-11 Cen-
tral Arizona Chapter board of direc-
tors. Throw your poolhat in the ring 
and nominate yourself!

Again, your feedback is vital to the 
success of our association.  It is my 
pleasure to serve as your executive 
director. Please let me know how I 
can best be of service you.

Susan
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SAVE THE DATE
Tuesday, October 26

Dinner Meeting
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Transporting 
Hazardous Materials



Page 2 The Current

APSP Members Featured On 
HouseTalk Radio Show

APSP members, Mike Long, Pool Corp and Liza 
Leas, L & L Lines were recently featured on KKNT 
960’s HouseTalk Radio Show.  APSP Central AZ 
Chapter was instrumental in getting our members on 
the home remodeling radio show. 

To hear the shows:
�x�� Visit www.housetalkshow.com 
�x�� Click Show Archive tab on left
Click each show:

April 24 Show Date
9AM Show
Liza Leas

May 8 Show Date
8AM Show
Mike Long

Preparing your pool for the winter and winter spa and 
hot tub prep will be a topic in the fall. To get on the 
APSP member guest contact list, please email APSP 
at sbkregar@cox.net

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
2010-11 Board of Directors 
Nominations are now taking place for 
APSP’s 2010-11 Board of Directors.

Our chapter is growing and has a lot of mo-
mentum. APSP is your association. Take 
ownership and take part in your association’s 
future.

Only through a combined effort of pool and 
spa professionals can our Association con-
tinue to exert an influence within the local 
legislative forums and maintain our goals of 
promoting the pool and spa industry.  As a 
member it is important that you participate in 
the selection of our future leaders who will 
dedicate themselves to strengthening our 
Chapter’s influence, growth and success.

Serving your needs– For more than 50 years, Cen-
tral Arizona Chapter of APSP (Formerly the Cen-
tral Arizona Chapter of NSPI and Arizona Swim-
ming Pool Association) has served the needs of the 
pool and spa profession providing camaraderie, 
education and a growing voice in the political 
arena.  Member involvement is the key to our suc-
cess and is critical for our future success.

Protecting your profession– Legislative Advocacy 
– On your behalf, APSP monitors legislative issues 
at the local, state and national levels.  Many of our 
members serve on Industry Advisory Councils pro-
viding a critical role in improving opportunities 
and influencing public policy and opinion.  Help us 
elect leaders that will continue to protect and pro-
mote the pool and spa profession.

Our current 2009-10 board has worked to unite, 
educate and serve our members. They are excep-
tional leaders, and certainly deserve the opportu-
nity to serve again.  If you are ready to become in-
volved in a leadership role for Central Arizona 
Chapter Board of Directors nominate yourself.
This is your association; express your vision for the 
future.

Nomination forms will be emailed by September 1.

NEW Chapter Supporter Membership!

APSP Central AZ created a new membership for those 
companies not directly related to the industry, but do 
business with us on a local level.

We encourage and invite firms or individuals that pro-
vide professional services such as consultants in de-
signing, building, and operation; architects, landsca-
pers, finance and lending firms; bookstores, advertising 
and PR agencies; promotional product suppliers, print-
ers and insurance agencies/agents to be a part of our 
growing association.

For only $100 a year (renewal on anniversary date)

Chapter Supporters receive:
�x�� All State & Local Correspondence            
�x�� Membership Rate at all Chapter Events
�x�� Access to Chapter Membership List             
�x�� Listing with logo on www.apspcentralarizona.org 

Membership Page
�x�� Opportunities to Showcase Their Products and Ser-

vices to Members

Please see page 7 for a copy of the                      
Chapter Supporter Application.



Page 3The Current

Just In Case You Didn’t Read Page 1 — What Have You Missed?
Not only is it a FRY heat in Arizona, the Central Arizona Chapter of APSP is heating up too!

New events, program formats and communications are all part of the fantastic momentum building for the 
chapter. From networking mixers, educational programs, dinner meetings and regular communications, Central 
AZ is bursting with energy.

In celebration May’s National Water Safety Month, Central AZ chapter president, Mike Long, Pool Corp. and 
executive director, Susan Stein Kregar appeared on a local radio talk show to promote water safety and answer 
pool and spa maintenance questions from live callers. Because of promotion from the chapter, Central AZ 
member Liza Leas, L & L Lines appeared on the show in April.

What drives people to haul themselves to a meeting after work?  Food and Funds. The June 22 dinner meeting 
featured a new format, including a location change to a casino with an all-you-can-eat buffet. Talk about eating 
our heart out! While enjoying dinner, attendees were informed of the enforced truck laws that are significantly 
affecting the pool service industry. After the program, many stuck around and tried their luck in the casino or 
met in the bar for additional networking. No word yet if anyone hit it big and left their day job.

Golfers will teed up August 14 for a morning of golf, food, networking and fun. We co-hosted a fantastic golf 
tournament with the tile and concrete trades. 

The fall and winter will bring more dinner programs, educational opportunities and social events, including a 
casino night with our friends at Southwest Pool & Spa Association.  In addition, the chapter created a local 
“Chapter Supporter” membership which is attractive to companies not directly related to the industry (i.e. at-
torneys, insurance agents, promotional product suppliers, accountants) who want to business with and offer 
value to our members.

Building a strong chapter, Central AZ APSP offers something for every aspect of the pool and spa industry in 
Arizona.

Not a member? Join today and build your business with the help of APSP!

New APSP Member Spotlight
Please welcome the following companies who joined APSP since January 2010.

Accent Pool & Spa Service
James Kramer
(623) 670-1498
accentpool@cox.net
Single-person Service Company

Copper State Pool Professionals, LLC
James Temby
(602) 718-8714
info@copperstatepool.com
Single-person Service Company

Clear Diamond Pool Care
Gary Libbos
(602) 918-2223
cdpc@cox.net
Single-person Service Company

Rick’s Pool Care  LLC
Richard DeRouin
(602)301-9333
Rick’spoolcare@yahoo.com
Commercial Facility

Litchfield Park Pool Service & Supply
Bart Mitchell
(623) 935-5121
cabanabo@msn.com
Retailer



June 22, 2010 Dinner Meeting
“What You Don’t Know About Your 
Truck Can Cost You Big Bucks”
Casino Arizona, Scottsdale

Event sponsor, Devin Cahn &     
Associates’ Ken Eisler received 10 
minutes to showcase and answer 
questions about their newest pump.

Chapter President, Mike Long, 
Pool Corp provides a glimpse into 
Central AZ’s upcoming programs.

Dinner meetings mean networking. Ron Orson, Orson 
Around the Pool shares his wisdom with Larry Reyes, Pool 
Corp (center) and Michael Dennis, X-Pools.

The meeting topic, “What You Don’t Know About 
Your Work Truck Can Cost You Big Bucks” had the 
attention of attendees.

A little pre-program dinner time chatter.

Attendees enjoy a fantastic all-they-could-eat buffet and catch 
up with each other prior to the start of the program.



A meeting of the past presidents: Leanne and Mark Ragel, 
Water Harvesting International, Larry Rylance, Sidewinder 
Pools and Kathleen Spacone, Valley Oasis Pools.

Nearly 30 current, former and prospective APSP members made 
new connections and caught up with industry friends.

APSP members from Horizon Spa & Pool 
Parts and Leslie’s Pool Supply share ideas to 
revitalize the chapter.

People from all facets of the industry including builders, service 
companies and retailers exchange ideas. 

Mike Long, Pool Corp, Don Ling, AZ Pool 
Covers, Christina Bouche, Aqua Solutions and 
Troy Neasham, Fiber Inc. enjoying a good 
laugh.

It’s Happening In Southern Arizona!
On a cool summer monsoon afternoon in Tucson, APSP current, 
former and prospective members from Southern Arizona met for 
happy hour.  Approximately 30 people attended the July 29th casual 
mixer to network, make new connections and discuss the             
revitalization of the Southern Arizona Chapter.

Because the Southern Arizona Chapter has been inactive and APSP   
members in that part of our state have not been meeting regularly, 
the Central Arizona Chapter hosted the event in an effort to help 
revitalize them. The goal is to revitalize the chapter by identifying 
key local leaders and providing events, programs and resources in 
Tucson, thus offering more value for members and creating a more 
unified state organization.

Both chapters’ members agree that while there are universal issues       
between the two chapters, each community has its own laws, ordi-
nances and industry cultures that need to be addressed individually.

The mixer provided a forum for attendees to share insight, ideas 
and enthusiasm for the chapter.  The next step is a roundtable dis-
cussion that will take place in the fall where goals and a timeline 
will be created.



APSP Central AZ Joins with Tile and Concrete   
Associations for Multi-Industry Golf Tournament
The Central Arizona Chapter of APSP joined forces with the Arizona Concrete Con-
tractors Association (ACCA) and the Ceramic Tile and Stone Association of Arizona 
(CTSAA) to bring members an opportunity to network with each other through their 
love of golf.

Early in the morning of Saturday, August 14, members from each association teed off 
for a morning of golf, networking and fun! Because each association was not in a posi-
tion to have a successful tournament of their own, the three partnered which increased 
the headcount, funds raised and provided members an opportunity to network with 
trades that they come in contact with on the job. Teams were staggered so that they 
would have an opportunity to meet people from the other associations as they waited 
to tee off at each hole.

CTSAA represents tile and stone contractors, suppliers and manufactures while 
ACCA represents concrete contractors, ready mix, cement and equipment suppliers.

Throughout 2010, the three associations have partnered through networking mixers 
and educational programs in an effort to educate each other on their products, tech-
niques and technology. The presidents of each association meet for a working lunch 
on a bi-monthly basis to discuss how the three associations can best work together for 
the greater good.

To top off the day, APSP member, David Eslinger, branch manager of SCP made his 
first hole in one! It was a fantastic day to be a part of APSP!

Event lunch sponsor,   
Jon Allison from Pentair 
addresses the golfers on 
his products.

Jay Eaton, Cal Plastering, walks away with the “Most Honest 
Score” team prizes as executive director, Susan Stein Kregar 
snickers. She finally found a home for the ACCA’s Cross pens!

SCP’s David Eslinger get’s his 
first hole in one! 

Players and volunteers enjoy lunch in the cool AC.



Get in front of the people you want to do business with.
The Association of Pool & Spa Professionals is the world's largest international trade association representing the 
swimming pool, spa and hot tub industry. Central Arizona is a proud chapter of this international organization.

APSP Central AZ meets on a regular basis through education programs, dinner meetings and social events.                   
We encourage and invite firms or individuals that provide professional services such as consultants in designing,    
building, and operation; architects, landscapers, finance and lending firms; bookstores, advertising and PR agencies; 
promotional product suppliers, printers and insurance agencies/agents to be a part of our growing association.

For only $100 a year (renewal on anniversary date)

Chapter Supporters receive:
�:   All State & Local Correspondence            �: ����Membership Rate at all Chapter Events
�:�� ��Access to Chapter Membership List            �: ����Listing with logo on www.apspcentralarizona.org Membership 
Page
�: ����Opportunities to Showcase Their Products and Services to Members

Chapter Supporter Members do not receive full benefits nor correspondence from APSP national unless they are a national member.
�ˆ�� I am a national APSP member, and I would like to financially support my local chapter.
�ˆ�� I am not actively engaged in the construction, repair or sales of swimming pools, spas or hot tubs; or related products, but 

I would like to support the local APSP chapter and participate in their local chapter events.

NOTE:  If you are actively engaged in the swimming pool, spa or hot tub industry, you need to be a national APSP member, before 
you can become an APSP Central AZ Chapter Supporter.
I am interested in serving on the following committee(s):
___Programming / Education        ___Safety       ___ Social Events      ___Membership

Company Name:_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:_____________________________________________City:  _________________________State:  ______Zip:  ________

Phone Number: ________________________________ Fax Number:  ____________________________

Web Site:  ________________________________ Number of Employees:  _________       Year Established______

Principal Contact:  _______________________________ Title: _________________________________________________

Email: _______________________________________Phone Number:  __________________________________________

Description of Product/Service:  _______________________________________________________________________________

Referred By (Name and Company):_____________________________________________________________________________

I hereby make application for Chapter Supporter membership in the Central Arizona Chapter of the Association of Pool & Spa     
Professionals. I will abide by its by-laws, support the objectives, comply with the Code of Ethics and pay the established dues.

Principal Contact Signature:  ___________________________________ Date:  ____________________

Chapter Supporter  —-   Membership Application

Central Arizona Chapter of the Association of Pool & Spa Professionals          P.O. Box 42237, Phoenix, AZ  85080
Phone 602.631.4083 Fax 602.631.9084 www.apspcentralarizona.org sbkregar@cox.net

Please make checks payable to APSP Central AZ. If paying with a credit card please complete the following:      
Please Mark      ___ Visa___MasterCard

Card Number___________________________________________Exp. _______            3 or 4 digits on back of card__________

Name on Card____________________________________Billing Zip Code_____________     Signature_____________________

Address Statement is Mailed to_________________________________________________________________________________

Central Arizona Chapter

The Future Is Clear


